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to the downfall of the Chronique. Werdet, however, attributes the disaster to the laziness of the talented staff, who could not be induced to work together. However that may be, the result was a terrible blow to Balzac ; who was now, in addition to all his other liabilities, in debt for forty thousand francs to the shareholders.
It is as a member of the staff of the Chronique^ that the name of Theophile Gautier first appears in   connection with   Balzac;   and  the  two  men remained close friends till Balzac's death.    In 1835 Theophile Gautier published   "Mademoiselle   de Maupin," in which his incomparable style excited Balzac's intense admiration, painfully conscious as he was of his own deficiencies  in this direction. Therefore, in forming the staff of the Chronique, he at once thought  of Gautier, and despatched Jules Sandeau to arrange matters with the young author, and to give him  an invitation to breakfast.    Theophile Gautier, much flattered, but at the same time rather alarmed  at the idea of an interview with the celebrated Balzac, tells us that he thought over various brilliant discourses on his way to the Rue Cassini, but was so nervous when he arrived that all his preparations came to nothing, and he merely remarked on the fineness  of the weather.    However, Balzac soon put him at his ease, and evidently took a fancy to him at once, as during breakfast he let him into the secret that for this solemn occasion he had borrowed silver dishes from his publisher!